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S Y L L A B U S  

SOCS123 HUMAN GEOGRAPHY 
Spring 2020 • Section 1  

 
INSTRUCTOR: Dr. Janna Lafferty 

jlafferty@columbiacollege.edu 
Office Hours: By appointment 

 
CLASS SESSIONS 

Thursday, 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 pm 
 

LOCATION 
Classroom H/Online 

 
 

 

CREDIT HOURS: 4 credits / 44 contact hours 

LENGTH: 11 weeks 

PREREQUISITE: None 

CANVAS: https://cch.instructure.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
Introduces the field of human geography: the broad study of society, space, and place. While gaining 
geographical knowledge and skills, students also enrich their understanding the interactions of 
people and their environment, and of the social, economic, political, and cultural dynamics of the 
world in which we live. Coursework combines lectures, reading, research, and project-based work. 
 
COURSE LEARNING OUTCOMES 
Upon successfully completing this course, students will be able to: 

1. Outline the essential features and goals of human geography as a field of study. 
2. Define key terms used in the study of human geography. 
3. Assess opposing views on a given issue or debate in the field. 
4. Interpret demographic data as it relates to a specific question. 
5. Use information in support of a specific thesis related to the field. 

 
BOOKS + READINGS 

• Graves, Stephen M. Introduction to Human Geography: A Disciplinary Approach Ed. 2.0, California 
State Northridge: 2015.  

• Supplemental Readings will be made available on Canvas. 

INSTRUCTOR’S NOTES 
Human geography is the study of how people make sense of and inhabit our world. In this course 
you will learn how human activity shapes and is shaped by natural environments, including how the 
increasing interdependence of places across the globe is reshaping cultures, politics, and economies 
in ways that redefine what is possible for individual and collective life. By the end of the course, you 
will better understand key human-geographic themes, including globalization, migration, borders, 
landscape, culture, identity, and climate change. We will consider the role of visual art in 
geopolitical projects that organize how people relate to each other and the land.  
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COURSEWORK 
You will be graded on the following assignments: 
1. Participation: Arrive in class punctually each week and actively participate in each session. Your 

participation grade will be positively affected by your consistent attentiveness in class activities (lectures, 
screenings, workshops, classwork, etc.). Your participation grade will be negatively affected by arriving 
late, leaving class for extended periods of time (longer than a restroom break), leaving class early, two 
unexplained absences, inattentiveness, an use of electronic devices for non-class activities. 

2. Reading Response Papers: Read all assigned texts and write a Reading Response Paper for  based on 
the,1 pages each (10 pages total). Each is due the same day as the corresponding reading. 

3. Midterm Study Guide: You will be provided with a mid-term study guide the week prior to the exam with 
definition, short answer, and short essay questions. 

4. Midterm Exam: Take the Midterm Exam in class, Week 6 (covering Weeks 1-5). 
5. Outline/Draft Assignments: There will be 4 assignments, including an outline, annotated source sheet, 

and paper drafts, aimed at helping you write a strong research paper. Each assignment is worth 25 points 
each. *Drafts are not optional. 

6. Essay: Compose an essay that analyzes a place of your choosing using a concept from human 
geography. Your rough draft is due Week 7. A revised draft is due Week 10. The final paper is due week 
11. Revised and final draft length: 6-8 pages. Detailed instructions & prompt to be distributed in class 
Week 4. 

7. Final Exam: Take the cumulative Final Exam in class, Week 11, covering material from the entire 
quarter. Detailed Study Guide to be distributed in class Week 9. 

 
GRADE BREAKDOWN  
 
1. Participation 20% 200 points (20 possible points per session) 
2. Reading Responses (10) 20% 200 points (each paper is worth 20 points) 
3. Midterm Study Guide   5%   50 points 
4. Midterm Exam 15% 150 points 
5. Outline/Draft Assignments (4) 10% 100 points (ea. assignment worth 25 points) 
6. Essay 15% 150 points 
7. Final Exam 15% 150 points 

 TOTAL: 100% 1000 points 
 
ELECTRONIC DEVICES 
During class time, the use of mobile devices (laptops, tablets, cell phones, etc.) is allowed only for 
taking notes and participating in sanctioned class activities. The use of devices for non-sanctioned 
activities is not allowed. 
 
INSTRUCTOR’S ATTENDANCE POLICY AND PROCEDURES 
 
ADDITIONAL CLASSROOM POLICIES 
Students are expected to be respectful of their classmates and instructor at all times.  
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C O U R S E  C A L E N D A R  
Subject to change with notification 
 
WEEK 1:  Thursday, 4/9/2020 

Lecture:  Introduction to Human Geography: Space, Place, and Nature-Culture Relationships                           

In Class:  Icebreaker, syllabus review, reading/viewing/writing activities (Canvas) 

                          Watch short film: "History of Hip Hop in the Bronx" (Approx. 6 minutes) 

Readings:  Introduction to Human Geography: A Disciplinary Approach Excerpts from Chapter 1 

                    “Common Geography Terms: Diffusion: How Things Spread From Place to Place” 

DUE NEXT: Read: Graves, Chapter 2 

 Write: Reading Response (Culture) 

 
WEEK 2:  Thursday, 4/16/2020 

Due Now:  Reading Response (Culture) 

Lecture:  Culture: Folk Culture, Popular Culture, and Cultural Landscapes 

Readings:   “A Short Definition for Cultural Geography” 

                    “How African American folklore saved the cultural memory and history of slaves” 

                    “Folk Culture and Geography” George Revill 

In Class:   Lecture, discussion, reading, writing activities due in Canvas 

                  Short video: “How the US Stole thousands of Native American Children”  

Screening: HYPE! (Doug Pray) Runtime 1hr 23 min 

DUE NEXT:  Read: 1) Adams, Jennifer, David A. Greenwood, Mitchell Thomashow and Alex Russ, "SENSE 

                               OF PLACE" In Urban Environmental Education Review Cornell University Press, 2017. 

                                2) Massey, Doreen. “Places and Their Pasts” History Workshop Journal  

                                  No. 39, Spring, 1995. 

                      Write: Reading Response (Place and Identity) 

 
WEEK 3:  Thursday, 4/23/2020 

Due Now:  Reading Response (Place, Identity, Inequality) 

Lecture:  Sense of Place, Identity, Spatial Inequality  

Readings:         Bischoff, Kendra. “Geography of Economic Inequality”  

       “The Racist Roots of Flint’s Water Crisis” Huffington Post, 2016. 

Watch:              “Borderlands” Lost LA PBS-KCET 

Due Next:         Read:  Diener, Alexander C. Chapter 1, in Borders: A Very Short Introduction. 
                          Write: Response (Political Geography and Borders)  
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WEEK 4:  Thursday, 4/30/2020 

Due Now:  Reading Response (Borders, Territoriality, Sovereignty) 

Lecture:  Political Geography: Politics, Territoriality, Borders 

In Class:  Lecture, writing activities due in Canvas 

  Watch: Dr. Massey’s lecture: “Train Wreck” Immigration and Border Policy, 1965-2010” 

Screen:  Frozen River (Courtney Hunt, 2008) Runtime 1h37m 

DUE NEXT:       Read Graves Ch. 6 

  Write: Reading Response (Religion) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WEEK 5:  Thursday, 5/7/2020 

Due Now:  Reading Response (Religion) 

Reading:    “Itineraries: Locating Theories and Theorists” in Crossing and Dwelling: A Theory of Religion 

Lecture:      Religion and Place 

DUE NEXT: Read Graves Ch. 9 

                    Write: 1) Reading Response (Ethnicity) 

                              2) Midterm Study Guide 

 

WEEK 6:  Thursday, 5/14/2020 

Due Now:  Reading Response (Ethnicity), Midterm Study Guide 

In Class:           Lecture, Writing activities due in Canvas, Midterm Exam 

                          Scholarly Sources/Research Tutorial 

Reading:           Coker, Rachel. “Geography professors explore links between race, ethnicity and place” 2006 

Lecture:  Race, Ethnicity, and Space   

DUE NEXT:       Read: 1) Graves Ch. 11 

                             2) Pulido, L. 2000. ‘‘Rethinking Environmental Racism: White Privilege and Urban  

                             Development in Southern California.’’ Annals of the Association of American Geographers  

                             90:12–40 

                           Write: 1) Reading Response (Urban Geography 

                                    2) Choose a research paper topic (details to be provided), Find 2 Sources, Write      

      Summaries        
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WEEK 7:     Thursday, 5/21/2020 

Due Now:  Reading Response (Urban Geography), Paper topic and annotated source list 

Lecture:  Urban Geography, Gentrification 

Reading:          Harvey, David. “Right to the City” New Left Review 53, Sept/Oct 2008. 

In Class:  Lecture, writing activities due in Canvas 

                          Watch short film: “GOOD WHITE PEOPLE: A Short Film about Gentrification”  

DUE NEXT:      Read: Graves Ch. 12  

  Write: 1) Reading Response (Economic Geography, Industries) 

                  2) Outline of Research Paper Due 

                               

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WEEK 8:  Thursday, 5/28/2020 

Due Now:  Reading Response (Economic Geography, Industries), Outline of Paper 

Lecture:  Economic Geography, Industries 

In Class:  Lecture, writing activities due in Canvas 

DUE NEXT:       Read: Graves Chapter 3; (Additional Reading TBA) 

  Write: 1) Response (Food and Agriculture) 

                              2) Rough Draft Research Paper Due 

 

WEEK 9:  Thursday, 6/6/2020 

Due Now:  Reading Response (Food and Agriculture), First Draft of Paper 

Lecture:  Agriculture and Foodways 

In Class:  Lecture, Readings, Writing activity due in Canvas 

Reading:           Michael Pollan, “When a Crop Becomes King” 

Screen:  Food, Inc. (Robert Kenner, 2009) 

DUE NEXT:      Read: Graves Chapter 10 

  Write: 1) Response (Gender)     

                                     2) First Revised Draft 
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WEEK 10:  Thursday, 6/13/20 
Due Now:  Read: Graves Ch. 13; First Revised Draft 

Lecture:  Gender, Feminist Geography 

Reading:          “A Short Definition For Feminist Geography” 

In Class:  Lecture, Readings, Writing activity due in Canvas 

DUE NEXT: Read: 1) “Human-Environment Geography perspective on Climate Change and the  

                               Anthropocene” https://www.e-education.psu.edu/geog430/node/715                

                               2) Rockström, J., Steffen, W., Noone, K., Persson, Å., Chapin Iii, F. S., Lambin, E. F.,  

                               A. (2009). A safe operating space for humanity. Nature, 461, 472.  

                     Write: 1) Response (Climate Change) 

                              2) Revised Paper  

 

 
 
WEEK 11:  Thursday, 6/20/2020 

Due Now:   Second Revised Essay 

Lecture:   Climate Change and the Anthropocene: Nature and the Humanized Environment 

Reading:            Brannen, Peter. “The Amazon is Not the Earth’s Lungs” The Atlantic, August, 27 2019 

In Class:   Lecture, Final Exam 

Screen:        This Changes Everything (Avi Lewis, 2015) 
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A C A D E M I C  P O L I C I E S  

 

DEFINITION OF A CREDIT HOUR 
A credit hour is defined by Columbia College Hollywood and the U.S. Department of Education as an amount of work 
represented in intended learning outcomes and verified by evidence of student achievement that is an institutionally 
established equivalency that reasonably approximates not less than one (1) hour of classroom or direct faculty instruction 
and a minimum of two (2) hours of out-of-class student work each week for approximately ten to twelve weeks for one 
quarter hour of credit, or the equivalent amount of work over a different amount of time, or at least an equivalent amount of 
work for other academic activities as established by the institution including laboratory work, internships, practicum, studio 
work, and other academic work leading to the award of credit hours. Senior Thesis and production-based courses may 
exceed the minimum expectation for out-of-classroom work.  

CONTACT HOURS & OUT-OF-CLASS STUDENT WORK PER COURSE 
A typical 4-quarter-credit-hour course at Columbia College Hollywood meets for one 4-hour/240 minute class period each 
week for 11 weeks for a total of 44 contact hours/2640 contact minutes over the quarter. Each course also requires 8 
hours/480 minutes of out-of-class student work per week for a total of 88 hours/5280 minutes of out of class student work 
over the quarter. Total quarterly contact and out-of-class hours for each course is 132 hours or 7,920 minutes.  

REASONABLE ACCOMMODATION FOR SPECIAL NEEDS 
Columbia College Hollywood is committed to responding to all eligible student requests for reasonable accommodations 
that can be provided without undue hardship to the college. Please see the Disability Services section of the General Catalog 
for more information.  

ATTENDANCE POLICY 
Regular class attendance is mandatory and integral to success at Columbia College Hollywood. Students enrolled in on-
campus courses are expected to be present at the start of each class session and remain through the entire class period. 
A student who is absent for a class session is responsible to make up missed coursework. 

Class attendance policies and attendance tracking procedures are determined by each instructor and are included in the 
course syllabus distributed at the beginning of each term. However, the college sets the following minimum attendance 
standard for all courses: 

• Students must attend a class for a minimum of 33 hours during the course’s 44 hours of class time in order to 
receive credit for the course. 

• Students who accrue 12 hours (the equivalent of three class periods) or more of unexcused absences will be 
withdrawn from the course. Excused absences require documentation and are granted at the instructor’s 
discretion.  

The following are conditions under which a student will be administratively withdrawn due to non-attendance: 

• A student who fails to attend the first two class sessions of a course will be withdrawn from the course. 
• A student who is absent from all registered courses for the entire first week of a term without notice will be 

administratively withdrawn from all courses and dismissed from the college. If applicable, the cost of tuition will be 
adjusted. A student who is unable to attend all courses for the first week of a term must notify the college in writing 
before the first Friday of the quarter in order to remain enrolled. 

• At any time, a student who fails to attend all registered courses for a period of 14 consecutive calendar days will 
be withdrawn from all courses and dismissed from the college. 

A student who is administratively withdrawn from a course after the Add/Drop deadline will be charged tuition and fees for 
the course. Attendance appeals may be submitted to the instructor for approval at the instructor's discretion. 

COURSE WITHDRAWAL POLICY 
A student who wishes to drop an individual course and receive a tuition refund must submit a Drop Request prior to the 
Add/Drop deadline at 5:00 p.m. on the seventh (7th) calendar day of the quarter, which is usually the second Monday of the 
quarter. If the either the first or seventh calendar day of the quarter falls on a school holiday, the Add/Drop deadline is 
extended to 5:00 p.m. on the second Tuesday of the quarter.  
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A student who submits a Drop Request for an individual course prior to 5:00 p.m. on the seventh (7th) calendar day of the 
quarter is entitled to a 100% tuition refund for the course. There is no pro-rata refund for withdrawing from an individual 
course after the Add/Drop deadline. 

A student may officially withdraw from an individual course after the Add/Drop deadline by completing and submitting a 
signed Course Withdrawal Form available in the Registrar's Office. Course Withdrawal Forms must by submitted by 5:00 
p.m. on Friday of the before the end of the 9th week of the quarter. A grade of W (Withdrawal) will be automatically recorded 
on the student’s transcript for the course. There is no tuition refund for withdrawing from individual courses after the 
Add/Drop deadline.  

A student who fails to complete and submit a signed Course Withdrawal Form will not be withdrawn from the course and 
will receive an appropriate grade from the instructor to reflect work completed. This grade will be recorded on the student’s 
transcript and become part of the student’s permanent record. A student who withdraws from a required course must enroll 
in and successfully complete the course at a later date. 

International students must obtain approval from the PDSO before withdrawing from a course in order to avoid violating 
legal status. 

COURSE WITHDRAWAL DEADLINES 
Week 2 to Week 9:  Students will receive a W grade for officially withdrawing from a course between Tuesday of Week 2 
and Friday of Week 9. A grade of W does not impact grade point average but does impact attempted credit hours and will 
appear on the student’s academic transcript.  

Week 10 to Week 11: No course withdrawal are permitted after Week 9. If a student has stopped attending class but did 
not submit a Course Withdrawal Form before the end of Week 9, the instructor will assign the appropriate grade to reflect 
the work completed. 

INCOMPLETE POLICY 
The grade of Incomplete (INC) is exceptional and given only to students whose completed coursework has been qualitatively 
satisfactory but who have been unable to complete all course requirements due to unforeseen circumstances. The student 
must request an Incomplete grade before the end of the quarter. The instructor retains the right to make the final decision 
to grant or deny a student’s request for an Incomplete grade. 

It is the responsibility of the student to complete and submit the remaining coursework by the assigned deadline. Prior to 
the end of the Add/Drop period of the following quarter, the instructor must submit a grade change, converting the Incomplete 
to a letter grade. If the student does not meet the deadline, the student fails the course and the Incomplete grade is 
automatically converted to a final grade of F.  

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY POLICY 
Columbia College Hollywood students are responsible for knowing and following all policies and procedures of the institution 
and all rules for each course in which they are enrolled. Rules for a course are found in the course syllabi. 

Columbia College Hollywood expects all students to fulfill assignments and complete tests independently and honestly. The 
institution will penalize any student found guilty of cheating, plagiarizing, or any other form of dishonesty. All members of 
the faculty, administration, and student body are expected to uphold academic honesty in their work. 

CHEATING 
Cheating, plagiarism and knowingly furnishing false information are defined by established academic standards in 
widespread use. 

Cheating refers to the use of unauthorized assistance in completing coursework. Unauthorized assistance may include the 
use of the printed material, computer files, equipment, or personal notes of another student or individual. Cheating on exams 
and assignments, plagiarism, and knowingly furnishing false information are unacceptable behaviors on the part of a 
student.  

Fraud on tests, papers, production work, or any aspect of college life is taken very seriously and is addressed on a case by 
case basis by the Academic Affairs and Student Services Departments. Cheating or plagiarism may result in permanent 
dismissal from the college. 

Examples of cheating include: using written or produced assignments from one course for academic credit in another course 
unless expressly allowed; collaborating with another student on an assigned project unless expressly allowed; handing in 
work written or produced by another student as your own; writing or producing work for another student to use as his or her 
own; submitting exams or other assignments that contain answers or materials knowingly taken from the work of another 
student; consulting texts, notes, or other materials while taking an exam, unless expressly allowed; using crib sheets; signing 
another student’s name on an attendance or crew roster; and knowingly and falsely stating that another student was present 
in a class or on a crew. 
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PLAGIARISM 
Plagiarism is presenting the words or ideas of another person as one’s own, including the use of direct or paraphrased 
material without proper documentation or attribution 

All students are expected to honestly attribute and correctly cite sources included in course assignments. Information and 
instructions regarding citing sources is available at the Learning Resource Center. 

DISHONESTY 
Other forms of dishonesty may include falsely claiming to have done work, misrepresenting reasons for not completing 
assignments or taking examinations as scheduled, and submitting the same work in more than one course. 

An instructor who discovers any student cheating, plagiarizing, or committing other forms of dishonesty will report such 
action in writing to the Student Services Department. The report will be entered into the student’s official record for possible 
disciplinary action that may include receiving a failing grade for the assignment, test or course and may include academic 
probation, suspension, or in extreme or repeated cases, expulsion. 

GRADE SCALE 

GRADE CRITERIA Letter 
Grade 

% 
Grade 

Grade 
Points 

INCLUDED IN SAP: 

CGPA 
 

ICR 
Credit Hours 

Earned Attempted 

Performs at the highest level and demonstrates 
full, uncompromised commitment and effort 

 A 92.5-100 4.00 Yes Yes Yes 
 A- 90-92.49 3.75 Yes Yes Yes 

Performs at a high level and demonstrates 
consistent and effective achievement in meeting 
course requirements 

 B+ 87.5-89.99 3.50 Yes Yes Yes 
 B 82.5-87.49 3.25 Yes Yes Yes 
 B- 80-82.49 3.00 Yes Yes Yes 

Meets the basic requirements  
of the course 

 C+ 77.5-79.99 2.75 Yes Yes Yes 
 C 72.5-77.49 2.50 Yes Yes Yes 
 C- 70-72.49 2.25 Yes Yes Yes 

Meets minimum standards and performs at a 
level sub-par to basic requirements 

 D+ 67.5-69.99 2.00 Yes Yes Yes 
 D 62.5-67.49 1.75 Yes Yes Yes 
 D- 60-62.49 1.50 Yes Yes Yes 

Fails to meet minimum course requirements  F < 60 0 Yes No Yes 
 
 
 
 
 
 


